LOW 

+• In a date of fiffijeaion. 

1 o Low. v. a. rfrom ^ Spenftr on Ireland. 

Probably mifpiii, K( | f or /n g r V *'J To fmk i to make low. 

ifST - ** ,K '"' rbZ - 

oxo^hbwLf brayi,hen he hJS «-» «*««»> 

f Ar S os ’ , who t with frantick crics^ 5 ' 

Fair I„ g„c-d hS fticlal, bo' Tolow, 
w uh horns exalted (lands, and feems to low. Dryden 

, Tb. txptz tgs* j*£f ^ P ,; 

Lowe. n.f. 

Lowe , comes from the Saxon Jjlcap, a hill hean or 

barrow, and fo the Gothick hlaiw is a LnumentThar- 

To LoVer. [f rom 

1 • I o bring low; to bring down by way of fobmiffion. 

As our high vcflels pafs their wat’rv way. 

Let all the naval world due homage pay: 

VVnh hafty reverence their top-honours lower, 

Uonfefling the afierted power. Prior.' 

The fuppliant nations 
Bow to its enfigns, and with lower'd fails 
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. - ***** *» ndiwa rf 

Lo'wtANn. n. f. [fa and w.] The cum*?*'’ ?*** 
refped of neighbouring hills, the marfli“ 7 ^ 13 ,uw « 
I,. , What a devil’s he ? 

H.s errand was to draw the lowland damns 
And noifome vapours, from the foggy fo‘ lls ’ 

7 h " n bre f h , c *bc baleful (tench Wi^aH h{ s forr „ n 
n. N ° "5 ral Caufc fllc f °und from brooks or bo® ^ 

Dryden. 


Snake,V 


■dptaru 


Confers the ocean’s queen. Smith's Phadrus and Hippolytus. 
2. To fuffer to fink down. y 


When the water of rivers ilTues out of the apertures with 
more than ordinary rapidity, it bears along with it fuch par¬ 
ticles of loofe matter as it met with in its pafTage through the 
(tone, and it luftams thofe particles till its motion begins to 
remit, when by degrees it lowers them, and lets them fall. 

^ . . Woodward's Nat. Hi/l. 

3 - ( 0 lellcn , to make lefs in price or value. 

The kingdom will lofe by this lowering of intcreft, if it 
makes foreigners withdraw any of their money. Locke. 

Some people know it is for their advantage to lower their 
' n r tereft - ^ Child on Trade. 

To Lower, v. n. To grow lefs; to fall; to fmk. 

The prefent pleafure. 

By revolution low'ring, does become 
The oppofite of itfelf. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

Jo Lo wer. v. n. fit is doubtful what was the primitive 
meaning of this word : if it was originally applied to the ap¬ 
pearance of the fky, it is no more than to grow low, as the 
(ky feems to do in dark weather : if it was firft uied of the 
countenance, it may be derived from the Dutch loeren , to 
look affiance.] 

L To appear dark, dormy, and gloomy; to beclouded. 

Now is the winter of our difeontent 
Made glorious Summer by this fon of York ; 

And all the clouds that lower'd upon our houfe. 

In the deep bofom of the ocean buried. Shakefp. Rich. III. 

The iow'ring fpring, with lavilh rain. 

Beats down the (lender ft cm and bearded grain. Dryden. 
When die heavens are filled with clouds, and all nature 
"wears a lowering countenance, I withdraw myfelf from thefe 
uncomfortable iccn.es. Addifon's Spectator, N . 83. 

The dawn is overcaft, the morning low'rs , 

And heavily in clouds brings on the day. Addifon's Cato. 

If on Swithin’s fcaft the welkin lours. 

And ev’ry penthoufe dreams with hafty (how’rs. 

Twice twenty days (hall clouds their fleeces drain. Gay. 

2. To frown , to pout; to look fullen. 

There was Diana when Acheon faw her, and one of her 
foolilh nymphs, who weeping, and withal lowering, one might 
fee the workman meant to let forth tears of anger. Sidney. 
He mounts the throne, and Juno took her place. 

But fullen difeontent fat Iow'ring on her face ; 

Then, impotent of tongue, her filcnce broke. 

Thus turbulent in rattling tone die fpoke. Dryden. 

Lo'wer. n.f. [from the verb.J 
j. Cloudinds; gloomincfs. 

2. Clolidinefs of look. 

Philoclea was jealous for Zclmane, not without fo mighty 
a lower as that face could yield. Sidney, b. ii. 

Lo'vveringly. adv. [from lower.] With cloudinefs ; gloomily. 
Lg'wermost. adj. [from low, lower, and mofl.] Lowed. 

Plants have their feminal parts uppermod, living creatures 
have them lowcrmcjl. Bacon's Nat. Hi/I. 

It will alfo happen, that the fame part of the pipe which 
was now lowermojl , will prefently become higher, fo that 
the water docs a'fccnd by defeending, afeending in coropa- 


Or m•»r iii brooks 

*• foss - 

1. Humbly, without pride. 

2. Meanly, without dignity. 

Lo'wliness. n.f. [from Lly.] 

I. Humility ; freedom from pride. 

Do^mefs is young ambition’s ladder, 

M hereto the climber upward turns his face. 

As • C king-becoming graces, 

Bountv n V r e " ty ’ tcm P’ rance » dablcnefs, * 

Bounty, perlev ranee, mercy, lowlinefs, 

Devotmn, patience, courage, fortitude, 

have no rehlh of them. ^ Shakefpeare's Macbeth. 

With lowlinefs majedick, from her feat. 

And grace, that won who faw to wifi, her day 

If with a true Chriltian .W™ ll * 

Sill'S 11 ° U > “ c P erform Wc Hall find, (!,«!h™ 
Will turn to a greater account to us, than all the wsrlitp 7 
parations in which we trud. M / ut . . • o 1 rc ’ 

2. Meannefs; want of dignity; abjeef depreflion. ^ 

v;rT h I y M° ntmU u d In th , 3t lowlin, J s u »bl the lime that the di- 
vifion between the two houfes ot Lancader and York arofe. 

TKp re r . Spenfer's State of Ireland. 
I he lowlinefs of my fortune has not yet brought me to 
flatter vice; and it is my duty to give tedimony to°virtuc. 

LoVlv. odj. [from lm.] 

1. Humble; meek, mild. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am 

Tf u Z m heart - , Matt. xi. 29. 

He did bend to us a little, and put his arms abroad: w s 
ot our parts faluted him ,n a very lowly and.fubmilfive man¬ 
ner, as looking that from him we (hould receive fentence of 
hfeordeath. Bacon's Nr* Atlantis. 

Witlr cries they fill’d the holy fane; 

Then thus with lowly voice Ilioneus began. Dryden 
The heavens are not pure in his fight, and he charges even 
his angels with folly; with how lowly a reverence mud we 
bow down our fouls before fo excellent a being, and adore a 
nature fo much fuperior to our own. Rogers's Sermons. 

2. Mean ; wanting dignity; not great. 

For from the natal hour didiindive names. 

One common right the great and low'y claims. Pope. 

3. Not lofty ; not fublime. ‘ 

For all who read, and reading not difdain, 

Thefe rural poems, and their low'y drain, 

The name of Varus oft inferib’d (hall fee. Dryd. Silenus. 
Lo'wly. adv. [from low.] 

j. Not highly; meanly, without grandeur; without dimity. 

I will (hew myfelf highly fed, and lowly taught; I know 
my bufinefs is but to the court. Shakejpeore. 

’Tis better to be lowly born, 

And range with humble livers in content. 

Than to be perk’d up in a glid’ring grief, 

And wear a golden forrow. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

2. Humbly; meekly; modedly. 

Heav’n is for thee too high 
To know what pafles there; be lowly wife : 

Think only what concerns thee, and thy being. Mi'ton. 
Another crowd 

Preferr’d the fame requed, and lowly bow’d. Pre- 

Lows. n.f. [liun, Irifh; / sen, Dutch, a ilupid drone.] A 
fcoundreJ; a rafeal. 

King Stephen was a worthy peer, 

His breeches cod him but a crown. 

He thought them ftxpence.all too dear. 

And therefore call’d the taylor loivn. Shakefpeare, 

Lo'wness. n. f. [from low. 

1. Abfencc of height; fmall didance from the ground. 

They know 

By th’ height, the lownefs , or the mean, if dearth. 

Or foizon follow. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

The lownefs of the bough where the fruit cometh, tnaketh 
the fruit greater, and to ripen better; for you (hall even fee, 
in apricots upon a wall, the greated fruits towards the bot¬ 
tom. Bacon's Nat. Hijl. N°. 432. 

In our Gothick cathedrals, the narrownefs of the arch 
makes it rile in height, the lownefs often opens it in breadth. 

Addifon's Remarks on Italy. 

2. Meannefs of condition, whether mental or external. 


Nothing could have fubdu’d nature 
To fuch a lownefs, but his unkind daughter. Shakefpeare. 

Now 
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Now I mud 

To the young man fend humble treaties. 

And palter in the fhift of lownefs. Shakefptare. 

■2 Want of rank; want of dignity. , , . . 

The name of fervants has of old been reckoned to imply 
a certain meannefs of mind, as well as lownefs of condition. 

South's Sermons. 

4. Want of fublimity; contrary to loftinefs. 

A tranfeendent height, as lownefs me, 

Makes her not fee, or not (how. Donne. 

His dyle is accommodated to his fohjeef, either high or 
low ; if his fault be too much lownefs, that of Pcrfius is the 
hardnefs of his metaphors. Dryden. 

5. Submiflivenefs. 

The people were !n fuch lownefs of obedience as fubjeers 
were like to yield, who had lived almod four-and-twenty 
years under fo politick a king as his father. Bacon. 

6. Depreffion ; dejection. 

Hence proceeded that poverty and lownefs of fpirit to wliich 
a kingdom may be fubjedl, as well as a particular per fon. 

Swift. 

Lowtho'ughted. adj. [low and thought.] Having the thoughts 
with-held from fublime or heavenly meditations; mean of 
fentiment, narrow mindednefs. 

Above the fmoak and dir of this dim fpot. 

Which men call earth, and with lowthoughted care, 

Strive to keep up a frail and feverifh being Milton. 

O grace ferene ! Oh vir.ue heav’nly fair ! 

Divine oblation of lowthoughted care ! 

Frclh blooming hope, gay daughter of the fky. 

And faith our early immortality ! Pope. 

Lovspirited. adj. [low and fpirit.] Dcjc&ed; deprefled, not 
lively; not vivacious ; not fpritcly. 

Severity carried to the highefr pitch breaks the mind; and 
then, in the place of a diforderly young fellow, you have a 
lowfpirited moped creature. Lccke. 

Loxodromick. n. f. and fpopof ; loxodrcmus, Lnt.J 

Loxodronsick is the art of oblique failing by the rhomb, 
which alw?ys makes an equal angle with every meridian, 
that .is, when you fail neither dircdtly under the equator, nor 
under one and the fame meridian, but acrofs them : hence 
the table of rhumbs, or the tranfverfe tables of miles, with 
the table of longitudes and latitudes, by which the failor may 
practically find his courfc, dilbance, latitude, or longitude, 
is called loxodromick. Harris 

LO'YAL. adj. [loyal, Fr.] 

1. Obedient; true to the prince. 

Of Glofter’s treachery, 

And of the loyal fervice of his fon. 

When I inform’d him, then he call’d me fot. Shakefp. 
The regard of duty in that ir.oft loyal nation overcame all* 


other difficulties. 


Knolles. 


Loyal fubjects often feize their prince, 

\ et mean his facrcd perfon not the leaft offence. Dryden 
2. Faithful in love ; true to a lady, or lover. 

Hail wedded love ! by thee 

Founded in reafon loyal , juft, and pure. Milton 

There Laodamia with Evadne moves. 

Unhappy both ! but loyal in their loves. Drytlcn's /En 
Lo'yalist. ,.f [from loyal.] One who profeffes uncommon 
adherence to Ins king. 

, 1 ’ he c t djr ’ l, y th ^ inftigation of the loyalijls, foil out with 
the homebians. /Wr Vocal Forc/l. 

L v ally. raw. [from loyal.] With fidelity, with true adhe¬ 
rence to a king. 

The circling year I wait, with ampler (lores. 

And httcr pomp, to hail my native (bores , 

1 hen by my realms due homage would be paid, 
or wealthy kings arc loyally obey’d. Pohe's Odv/Iev 

Loyalty, n.f [kiaulte, French.] ' ‘ >]/ty ' 

l. rirtn and faithful adherence to a prince. 

Though loyalty, well held, to fools docs make 
Uur faith mecr tolly , yet he that can endure 
( o follow with allegiance a fall’n lord, 

Hoes conquer him that did his maftcr conquer. Shakefp 
Fo day (halt thou behold a fubjed die JP ' 

For truth, for duty, and for loyalty. Shakefp. Rich. III. 
nr tr , Lonim| ffons flaw d the heart 
hI f, thcir pities. Shakefpeare's Henry VIII 

r l# ha , ( never had ^y veneration for the court h7t 1 
feh M* to the king ’ ths i^ J ” ““'•■i* 2- 
,, Abdicl faithful found 
Unlhaken, unfeduc’d, unterrify’d. 

His loyalty he kept. .... 

f Fidelity to a lady, or lover. M,hon ' 

r.°A rhomb* ^ C French ’J ° f unknown etymology. 

2. Loxtnre is a form D r a m x • jVotton 1 Architc£iure. 

. “ ° rm of a medicine made into final! pieces. 
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to be held or chewed in the mouth till meiccd or wafted. 

3. A cake of preferved fruit: both thele arc fo denominated 
from the original form, which was rhomboidal. 

Lp. a contraction for loreljhip. 

Lu'bbard. n.f [from lubber.] A lazy fturdv follow. 

Yet their wine and their victuals thofe curmudgeon lub- 
bards 

Lock up from my fight, in cellars and cupboards. Swift. 
LU'BBER. n.f [of this word the belt derivation (cons to be 
from lubbed, faid by Junius to fignify in Danifti fat.] A ftur- 
dy drone; an idle, fat, bulky Iolel; a booby. 

For temped and (howers deceivcth a many. 

And ling'ring lubbers loofe many 2 penic. Tujfcr's Hufb. 
Thele chafe the (mailer (hoals of fifh from the main lea 
into the havens, leaping up and down, puffing like a fat 
lubber out of breath. Carew’s Survey of Cornwall. 

They clap the lubber Ajax on the (houlder. 

As if his feet were on brave Heflor’s bread. 

And great Troy (hrinking. Shakefp. Trail, and CreJJida. 
A notable lubber thou reported him to be. Shakefp. 
Tell how the drudging goblin fweat. 

His (hadowy flail hath threfli’d the corn. 

That ten day labourers could not end ; 

Then lies him down the lubber fend. Milton. 

Venetians do not more uncouthly fide. 

Than did your lubber date mankind beftride. Dryden. 
How can you name that fuperannuated lubber ? Congreve. 
Lu'bberly. adj. [from lubber.] Lazy and bulky. 

I came at Eaton to marry Mrs. Anne Page, and (he’s a 
great lubberly boy. Shakefpeare. 

Lu'bberly. adv. Aukwardly; clumfily. 

Merry andrew on the low rope copies lubberly the fame 
tricks which his mafter is fo dexteroufly performing on the 
high. Dryden's Dedication. 

Lu. n. f A game at cards. 

Ev'n mighty pam who kings and queens o’erthrew, 

And mow’d down armies in the fights of lu. Pope. 

To Lu'bricate. v. a. [from lubricus , Lat.] To make fmooth 
or flippery, to fmoothe. 

There are aliments which, befides tin's lubricating quality, 
ftimulate in a fmall degree. Arbuthnot cn A ments. 

The patient is relieved by the mucilaginous and the fapo- 
naceous remedies, fomc of which lubricate, and othe-s both 
lubricate and ftimulate. Sharp's Surgery. 

ToLu'bricitate. v.n. [from lubricus, Latin.] To fmooth ; 
to make flippery. 

Lubri'city. n.f. [lubricus, Latin; lubricilc, French.] 

1. Shpperinefs; fmoothnefs of furface. 

2. Aptnefs to glide over any part, or to facilitate motion. 

Both the ingredients are of a lubricating nature ; the mu¬ 
cilage adds to the lubricity of the oil, and the oil preferves 
the mucilage from infpiffation. R ay 0 „ Creation. 

3. Uncertainty 5 flipperincis; inllability. 

1 he manifold impoflibilities and lubricities of matter can¬ 
not have the lame conveniences in any modification. More 
He that enjoyed crowns, and knew their worth, excepted 
them not out of the charge of univerfal vanity, an d ye^the 
politician ,s not d.lcouragcd at the inconftancy of human af! 

A ft "t ■ W8 fub - ic£K GLville's ApolZ, 

A dote of tranquillity is never to be attained, but bv keen 
mg perpetually our thoughts the. certainty of death, md' 
the lubricity of fortune. / >),■/? . . , ia 

4. Wantonnefs ; lewdnefs. ‘ Fables ' 

it:- - •» “ ^ 

J. Slippery, fmooth on the furface. 

, c „ , , A thronz 

Of fhort th,ck fobs, whofe tbund’rmg volleys float 
And roul themfelves over her Inbrick throat/ 

(n panting murmurs. n „ 

2. Uncertain; unfteady. L.rajhow. 

tahty/'^ 31 ^ sU ^ b ^ IS * s ^ a llowcd°hf^the 1 gu 4 d^ of^h^ 

2 . Wanton ; lewd, [lubrique, French.] tVstton ' 

Why were we hurry’d down 
(his lu brick and adult’rate age ; 

Nay, added fat pollutions of our own 

1 encreafe the fteaming ordures of'thp r. . 

Lu bricous, adj. [lubricus, Latin 1 h ^ g ***** 

1. Slippery; fmooth. 

I he parts of water being voluble onA • i 
fine, it eafily infinuates itfflf into th^ nt^ ™ Wel1 as 
and by that means introduces into tb^m °‘ vc g ctab! “> 
along with it. t0 016,71 the niattcr it bears 

2. Uncertain. ^■odward’s Nat. Hi/}. 

with /wAr/rs^ropfru^inde^d otyfe, POWer ’ . if f bc ftored 
peremptorily refolved in them th J”i y ^ nCC, Mrt U ^ s > and 
gular as the conceptions ’ i <7lce wdl be as irre- 
j 5 X* Gianville's Seep. 

Lu'bri- 
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